Help from an unexpected quarter [extract from Little Gray]

A recently born foal, finds himself left behind when his mob’s stallion defeats a batchelor
stallion rival and victoriously drives his mob away.

Alone in the world Little Gray is left to defend himself against wind, rain and thunder.

Little Gray edges closer to the batchelor still standing nearby. The batchelor not only allows
him to stay close, but then to the observer’s amazement, the batchelor gently pushes Little
Gray in front of him.

This strange duo follow the length of the valley then move in the direction of the crest,
behind which is his mother’s family mob.

The mob stallion sees Little Gray and brings him home and the batchelor leaves. Little Gray,
reunited with mom enjoys her warm milk and her comforting presence.

The story of Little Grey in Full

The Story of Little Gray

“June 4. Léttover snowdiitts, the growth of grasses during the night ... The mountain slowly rids itself of
the signs of winter. After several rainy days, the clouds have dissipated. Little Gray is born on this morning
From the outset he appears weak, but soon becomes lively. Either by luck of the draw or by a physical de-
ficiency, certain foals appear less well equipped to deal with life, and Little Gray, from Geronimo's harem
appears to be one of them.
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Heavy clouds soon appear in the sky and the wind doubles in strength. Alone in the world, Little Gray is left
to fend for himself against wind, rainfall and thunder. The bachelor protects himself from hard falling hail
under a lone pine tree. Trembling and soaked to the bones, Little Grey follows him and collapses at his side
Soon the storm passes, though the sky remains cloudy, and when nightfall approaches, the foal is still sepa-
| rated from his mother. Without her, his chance for survival is jeopardized. To our amazement, the bachelor
is gently pushing Little Gray in front of him. This strange duo follows the length of the valley for a few hundred
feet, then moves in the direction of a crest, behind which is Geronimo's harem. Perceiving his rival, the bach-
elor nimbly separates from Little Gray and returns to the valley, leaving the foal behind. Geronimo rapidly
returns Little Gray to the harem. His sufferings done with, the foal proceeds to nurse. The warm milk and the
4‘ presence of his mother are of great comfort.

| The incident did not last longer than two hours. However, the separation was visibly traumatic. After
§ | this mishap, all of the foal's liveliness seems to have evaporated. He walks with his head hung low, glassy-
1| eyed, ignoring the horseplay of other foals and seeks instead to often lie down and sleep. His stomach has
it ballooned out and he has digestive problems that debilitate him. However, the attempted kidnapping of
I | the mare has made Geronimo irritable; he constantly moves his harem and does not tolerate any wan-
{ dering. Each time that Little Gray falls asleep, the stallion wakes him and does not hesitate to bite him if
i‘ he is slow in getting up.

June 18. A week has passed. Little Gray no longer suffers from diarrhea, but he has lost weight and his
I ribs form a zebra pattern on his flanks. On top of it all, he is limping on his hind leg.

June 25. The foal no longer limps and he appears to have gained weight. At nightfall, he gallops for a few
dozen feet and rears up on two occasions. Hope returns.

going very well. However, the harem is once again destabilized, this time by the presence of Chinook,
i newly integrated young filly. The dominant mare graces her with a bite on her flank when she passes a
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L feet behind her. Annoyed, the filly gives him a swift kick, which lands squarely on his side; then he is
EI shoved backward. As best as he can, he gets up, though he now has a noticeable limp. His physical and
" psychological condition soon deteriorates.
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t June 26. Little Gray, carefree and perky, is frolicking in a grove of pine trees. Everything appears to be
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| Little Gray died during the following winter.




