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Australia ICOMOS Incorporated The Burra Charter, 2013 
http://australia.icomos.org/ 

 

Extracts 
 

 

Citing the Burra Charter - The full reference is The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS 

Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, 2013. Initial textual references should be in the 

form of the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter, 2013 and later references in the short form 

(Burra Charter). 

 

For the purposes of this Charter: (Page 2) 

1.2 Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, 

present or future generations. Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, 

setting, use, associations, meanings, records, related places and related objects. Places may 

have a range of values for different individuals or groups. 

 

Article 5. Values (page 4) 

Explanatory note: Conservation of places with natural significance is explained in Australia’s 

Natural Heritage Charter. The Charter defines “natural significance” to mean the importance 

of ecosystems, biodiversity and geodiversity for their existence value or for present or future 

generations, in terms of their scientific, social, aesthetic and life support value. 

 

Article 13. Co-existence of cultural values (page 5) 

Co-existence of cultural values should always be recognised, respected and encouraged. This 

is especially important in cases where they conflict. 

Explanatory note: For some places, conflicting cultural values may affect policy development 

and management decisions. In Article 13, the term cultural values refers to those beliefs 

which are important to a cultural group, including but not limited to political, religious, 

spiritual and moral beliefs. This is broader than values associated with cultural significance. 

 

Article 24. Retaining associations and meanings (page 7) 

24.1 Significant associations between people and a place should be respected, retained and 

not obscured. Opportunities for the interpretation, commemoration and celebration of these 

associations should be investigated and implemented. 

 

Explanation note - For many places associations will be linked to aspects of use, including 

activities and practices. Some associations and meanings may not be apparent and will 

require research. 

 

24.2 Significant meanings, including spiritual values, of a place should be respected. 

Opportunities for the continuation or revival of these meanings should be investigated and 

implemented. 

 

See http://australia.icomos.org/ The Burra Charter, 2013 for full details. 
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